Papich Construction, Inc.
L-R: Jason Papich, President, Mark Bower,
Construction Manager, David Cruce, Area Manager

When Jason Papich first went
to work for his father during the
summers of the early 90’s, I don’t
think he imagined that he would
own and operate a multimilliondollar construction firm of his own
less than 20 years later.Papich
Construction was actually officially
established in 1999 in an effort
to follow in his father’s footsteps
by continuing to provide quality
construction services throughout
California. Sadly, his father is now
gone, his legacy continues on
through the vision, hard work
and dedication of his son, Jason.
Jason started his own company
with a truck and a few tractors
and used them to work primarily
on small underground utility
jobs, as well as house pad and
septic system work. For all intents
and purposes, he was an owner
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operator surviving from one job
to another, knowing that a good
reputation would follow him and
more would be entrusted to him
as he continued to prove himself.
Papich Construction went through
a big growth spurt from 2004
through 2007, when work was
plentiful. However it was the
down years that followed
that took the company into
previously uncharted territory.
It was during this period that
Papich Construction began to
transition into municipal and
heavy highway work and while
others were hanging on for dear
life, Papich was experiencing
its greatest growth. It started
with forming a great bond
relationship between Papich
Construction and Contractors
and Developers (C&D) Bonding

who provided bonds on a few
municipal projects in and around
San Luis Obispo, where Papich
is headquartered, and continued
as they went on successfully
winning highway construction
bids. C&D Bonding has since
become a very strong Partner in
Papich’s success.
Now at the ripe old age of 34,
Jason has become president of
a company proven capable of
handling most anything in the
general engineering construction
arena. It is perhaps Jason and his
managers youth and tremendous
dedication that has allowed
Papich Construction to thrive and
grow as quickly as they have since
their inception more than 14 years
ago. It is also this enthusiasm that
continues to lead them into the
forefront of renewable energy and
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(Left & Above) Papich Construction DBA
Sierra Pacific Materials new Gencor
Portable Asphalt Plant.
(Right) Papich Construction recently
added a 2013 Gencor “Green Machine”
in the Central Valley capable of running
warm mix, high RAP asphalt.

oil and gas construction, as well as
continuing their push in the overall
infrastructure landscape. “I believe
our success is due to the hard
working people that I have been
lucky enough to have working
here at Papich,” says Jason. “We
have quite a few individuals here
who treat this company like it
is their own and they make that
evident in the office and out on
the jobsites everyday.
Jason’s wife April takes care
of the payroll and his mother,
Marcia Papich focuses on carbon
compliance and fleet management.
Jason points out that the key to
future growth will continue to be
the people, along with the resources
they surround themselves with.
“Manageable growth is what
has brought us to where we are
today. For instance we recently
added a quarry operation and
asphalt plant to our Central Valley
operations,” says Papich. “We
operate this part of our business
through our DBA, Sierra Pacific
Materials. I believe that managing
through vertical integration
such as this is key to our future
growth and success.”

Papich Construction added their
first Astec asphalt batch plant in
Santa Margarita as Sierra Pacific
Materials back in 2008 and recently
purchased their new Gencor
asphalt plant with The Green
Machine Ultrafoam GX System
from D’AMBRA Equipment &
Supply Co. in 2013. The Gencor
plant was purchased in order to
service the work that Papich is
currently doing on the Goshen
Highway 99 widening project.
According to Jason, the plant
will be relocated to an as of yet
unspecified semi-permanent
location in the Central Valley after
this job is complete. “We own
and operate a quarry out of Visalia
and back in 2008, we were given
the opportunity to supplement
that operation with an Astec
asphalt batch plant,” says Papich.
This represented a rare opportunity
and has enabled us to supply
much of our asphalt paving
operations, as well as position
ourselves to provide materials to
other contractors as well.”
Sierra Pacific Materials currently
maintains an aggregate and
recycling facility in Orosi, in
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addition to their asphalt plant
and recycling center in Goshen.
They also have a fairly new
recycling center in Paso Robles.
The new Gencor plant is working
hard out at the Goshen Highway
99 widening project, where a
good deal of recycled asphalt
pavement (RAP) is being utilized.
“Our new Gencor plant runs
higher percentages of RAP
compared to most other portable
plants and it offers bucket style
drum, which we believe will save
us time and money, requiring
less maintenance over time,”
says Papich. “We ordered our
plant with the latest technology
and computerization available,
but it was the overall simplicity
of the Gencor plant that sold us.
That and the foaming warm mix
additive system that will allow
us to meet the growing need for
warm mix asphalt.”
While the new Gencor asphalt
plant will continue to enable
Papich Construction to remain
competitive on high volume
highway jobs, it is the proper
management of their heavy
equipment fleet that will help
15

(Above) Papich Construction’s Orosi, CA quarry
operation fine aggregate production.

keep their overall costs down in the
future. Papich has more than 500
machines in their equipment fleet,
from a large selection of 657 and
651 Cat scrapers to John Deere
backhoes and skip loaders. The
vast majority of their fleet is made
up of Caterpillar equipment
purchased from companies like
Quinn Cat. The smaller compact
equipment line is mainly John
Deere, but they are constantly
buying and selling, so it is difficult
to say what they have for sure from
day to day. “Part of our success
comes from the way we manage
our equipment costs, says Papich.
“We own all of it and regular buy
and sell according to the job at
hand and the equipment that is
required. Equipment utilization
is the key.” Papich Construction
also rents their equipment on a
bare and operated equipment
basis. Just another way they
keep their utilization up and
overall ownership costs down.
Right now Papich is keeping a
good portion of their fleet busy
on both the Highway 99 and
Highway 46 projects. The Goshen
Highway 99 Project will see

(Above) Orosi, CA quarry Rip Rap operation.

approximately 14 miles of Highway
99 widened from a four-lane to a
six-lane freeway, from Goshen in
Tulare County to just north of the
Tulare/Fresno county line near
Kingsburg. Papich Construction’s
work on this project will help to
reduce congestion and increase
the overall capacity of the highway
to better accommodate future
traffic volumes.
Papich is also currently working
on Phase three of the Highway
46 widening project, which will
widen five miles of highway from
one to two lanes in each direction.
They were also the general
contractor on Phase One, which ran
from Airport Road to Geneseo
Road and was completed last
year. In addition they were the
prime on Phase Two, which included
the stretch from Geneseo Road
to east of Almond Drive and is
currently still under construction.
Now working on the $37 million
Phase Three portion, Papich will
widen the highway from Almond
Drive to McMillan Canyon Road.
Papich Construction secured all
three phases in separate bids
that together total around $114

(Above) Highway 99 widening
project through Visalia, CA.

million. Along with the widening
work, two new overpasses were
built over the Estrella River, along
with four wildlife-crossing tunnels
under the highway. A fourth phase
will begin sometime in 2015, at a
cost of around $45 million.
Eventually Highway 46 will extend
all the way to the Kern County line,
just five miles east of Highway 41.
Papich has several other projects
going on right now, including
work several other infrastructure
projects, solar and wind power
projects and work at landfills.
One of the more challenging jobs
is the work they are currently
doing for the Department of
Water Resources, paving levy
banks throughout the Central Valley.
In addition, they are constructing
five separate pump plant sites, as
well as repaving and rehabilitating
pavement at those locations as
well. The job is not the biggest
project they have done at $8 million,
but it is challenging in the fact
that it all has to be completed in
just a few months to beat the
upcoming winter weather. Papich
performs primarily public works
projects, with around 30 percent

(Above) Papich Construction owns and operates a large selection of Cat 651 and 657 Scrapers.
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(Above) Recently completed Tajiguas Landfill expansion project.
1) Highway 101 overlay project in Atascadero, CA.
2) Highway 46 Phase 2 widening project in Paso Robles, CA.
3) Highway 46 Phase 3 widening project in Paso Robles, CA.
4) Highway 46 Phase 2 bridge construction.

still going toward private
commercial site development
type work.
Papich Construction, Inc.
is one of California’s largest
general engineering
contractors, but it Jason
Papich’s hands on abilities
that make them seem much
smaller and much more
manageable. Jason is involved
in every facet the company’s
activities from day to day.
He can still be found running
virtually any piece of
equipment they own, or
possibly in the bid room
helping out with takeoffs or
even doing financials when
that is necessary. That trait
does not stop with just Jason
however, many of the

company’s employees are
cross-trained and diverse in
their capabilities.
Papich Construction has
made great strides and
grown tremendously in
heavy highway construction
area, but they also perform
a good amount of underground
utility work including: water
and fire lines, sewer and
septic, storm drains, dry
utilities, concrete, grading
& excavating, clearing
and demolition. For more
information on Papich
Construction, Inc. please
visit them online at www.
papichconstruction.com or
call (805) 473-3016. CAM
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(Above) Papich Construction subcontracted MCM Construction to construct the Highway 46 bridges.
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